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Ellsworth Jerome Hill was born at Le Roy, New York, Decem¬ 
ber 1, 1833, the son of a fanner of colonial stock from Connecticut. 
His alert mind and eagerness for knowledge made the most of the 
local facilities for education, while a love of natural history and of 
reading led to the study of geological works and of the classics. At 19, 
when about prepared to enter college, he was seized with an affection 
of the knee, causing lameness. He never afterward had good health, 
all that he accomplished being in spite of the handicap of pain and 
weakness. It was during this first period of lameness that he began 
the study of botany. His first effort to walk out of doors on crutches 
was made to secure from the orchard a few early spring flowers which 
he identified bv Wood’s Botany. During the summer he thus col- 
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lected and studied some two hundred specimens that are still preserved 
in his herbarium. The following year he went to Mississippi, and there 
taught in a female seminary at Grenada and later in a preparatory 
school for boys. After three years, much improved in health, he 
returned to New York where he taught for two years. In 1860 he 
entered Union Theological Seminary, graduating in the class of 1863. 
He then married and went to Homewood (near Chicago), Illinois, as 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church. In 1869 hip disease developed 
rendering him lame for several years. !n consequence he resumed 
teaching, first in the high school of Kankakee, Illinois, for four years, 
then in the Englewood high school, Chicago, for eighteen years. 
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He made rich collections in the sand barrens and swamps about 
Kankakee, discovering Sphaeralcea remota, still known only from the 
island in the Kankakee River where he found it. Most of these col¬ 
lections were marie while he walked on crutches or with two canes. 
He told me that he carried his vasculum over his shoulder and a camp 
stool with his crutch or cane in one hand. To secure a plant he would 
drop the camp stool, which opened of itself, then he would lower him¬ 
self to the stool and dig the plant. He recovered from his lameness 
but oiten suffered acute pain from cold or wet or overexertion. But 
this did not deter him Iroin making botanical trips that would have 
taxed a more robust man — in the dunes I have seen him tire out 
more than one able-bodied man. While teaching in ( hicago he spent 
many of his vacations on extended trips, visiting the Saguenay region 
in Quebec, the Menominee iron region in upper Michigan, and other 
places about Lake Superior, and in northern Wisconsin. 

Mr. Hill made a critical study of several difficult genera, particu¬ 
larly Potamogeton, Carex, Quercus, Prunus, Salix and Crataegus. 
The last ten or twelve years were mostly devoted to the study of 
mosses. Unfortunately his modesty often prevented his publishing 
his conclusions. His note-books, filled with detailed observations 
and comparisons, contain full descriptions of several species written 
long before they were published by others. His bibliography, of 162 
titles, shows the range of his botanical interest. He was a correspond¬ 
ent of Dr. Gray and Dr. Watson, contributed specimens and critical 


notes to 1 )r. Morong for his work on Potamogeton, and made extensive 
field studies of Crataegus for Prof. Sargent. It was characteristic of 
him to give unsparingly ol his knowledge to further the work of others, 
great or small, from critical notes for Prof. Sargent to helping me with 
a puzzling Carex or elucidating the German-tinged Latin of some of 
Kunth’s descriptions of grasses. He amassed an herbarium of some 
16,000 sheets, much tlie greater part being his own collections, and an 
exceptionally fine botanical library. 

The study of geology he carried on simultaneously with that of 
botany and the relation of the two he impressed on his students. 
Before the word ecology was invented he was calling our attention 
to the zones of vegetation about the sloughs in the dune region of 
northern Indiana and pointing out to us the successive stages by 
which vegetation converted the sloughs into dry land. He possessed 
the vision of plant life as a whole, seeing it as an active factor in build¬ 
ing and shaping the surface of the earth. 
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In 1888, because of poor health and failing eyesight, he gave up 
teaching, but became the more devoted to botany. In the ’90’s 
his health improved and for several years from early spring till late 
fall he made from one to three or four excursions a week in the C hicago 
region, studying oaks and Crataegus particularly. It was my good 
fortune to accompany him on many of these excursions, serving, he 
used to say, as eyes for him. Many species hitherto unknown for the 
region were discovered in these days and his joy over them was no 
less than mine. His enthusiasm and his love of beauty were as fresh 
as a boy’s, while his mature judgment and ripe knowledge made it a 
rare privilege to be in his company. He never lost his early love of the 
Greek and Latin classics and often he had a copy of Virgil in his pocket 
to read aloud during the resting periods. 

The last ten or twelve years Mr. Hill devoted to the study of the 
mosses of the Chicago region. He left in manuscript detailed descrip¬ 
tions of 133 species. He put the manuscript into my hands and after 
it has been copied it is to be hoped the work may be published. His 
herbarium has been purchased by the University of Illinois. 

Mr. Hill died January 22 at his home in Chicago. The last two 
years he was feeble physically but mentally as keen and alert as ever. 
He arose every day until the last, sitting in the room that had so long 
been his study, library and herbarium. 

Three species of plants bear his name, Potamogeton Hillii, Cratae¬ 
gus Hillii and Carduus Hillii. 


List of the scientific Writings of the Rev. E. J. Hill. 


1. Notes on specimens of plants. Amer. Entomologist and Botan¬ 
ist 2: 384. 1870. 

2. A double-flowered Cypripedium spectabile. Amer. Nat. 12 : 

816. 1878. 

3. A new variety of Campanula rotundifolia L. Amer. Nat. 12: 

817. 187S. 

4. The number of stamens in Brasenia peltata. Amer. Nat. 13: 

254. 1879. 


o. 

6 . 

7. 

1879. 


Prunus pumila. Amer. Nat. 13: 649. 1879. 

The fruit of Shepherdia canadensis. Amer. Nat. 13: 699. 1879. 
Potamogeton niagarensis Tuckerm. Amer. Nat. 13: 699. 
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8. The geographical range of Petalostemon foliosus, Gray, in Illi¬ 
nois. Bot. Gaz. 4: 239. 1879. 

9. “Mimicry” in snakes. Amer. Nat. 14: 672. 1880. 

10. Plants and plant-stations. Bull. Torrey Club 8: 45. 1881. 

11. Botanical notes. Bot. Gaz. 6: 259. 1881. 

12. Kleocharis dispar, n. sp. Bot. Gaz. 7: 3. 1882. 

13. The action of acids on cellulose and starch-grains. Bot. Gaz. 

7: 87. 1882. 

14. Potamogetons in western New York. Bull. Torrey Club 10: 

92. 1883. 

15. Notes on Indiana plants. Bot. Gaz. 8: 187. 1883. 

16. Aster or Solidago? Bot. Gaz. 8: 238. 1883. 

17. Means of plant dispersion. Amer. Nat. 17 : 811, 1028. 1883. 

18. Notes on Indiana plants, 1883. Bot. Gaz. 9: 45. 1884. 

19. A new variety of Comandra umbellata Nutt. Bot. Gaz. 9: 

175. 1884. 

20. The Menominee iron region and its flora. I., II. Bot. Gaz. 

10: 208, 225. 1885. 

21. A correction. Bot. Gaz. 10: 262. 1885. 

22. Some Indiana plants. Bot. Gaz. 10: 262. 1885. 

23. To get aquatic plants [Naidaceae, etc.]. Bot. Gaz. 11: 140. 
1886. • 


24. A botanical diary. Bot. Gaz. 11: 183. 1886. 

25. Some Indiana plants. Bot. Gaz. 13: 323. 


1888. 


26. Lactuca Scariola L. Bot. Gaz. 14: 153. 1889. 


27. 


Aster ptarmicoides, var. lutescens Gray. Bot. Gaz. 14: 153. 


1889. 


28. Pinus Banksiana at the West. Bull. Torrey Club 17: 64. 

1890. 

29. The revised manual and some western plants. Bull. Torrey 

Club 17: 169. 1890. 

30. Notes on the flora of the Lake Superior region. I., II. [with 
subtitle] The northern peninsula of Michigan. Bot. Gaz. 16: 140, 

159. 1890. 

31. Hypericum Kalmianum and Lobelia Kalmii. Gard. & For. 3: 

370. 1890. 

32. The hemlock in eastern Minnesota. Gard. & For. 3: 553. 

1890. 


33. The autumn flora of the Lake Michigan pine barrens. Gard. 
& For. 3: 594, 606, 618. 1890. 


1917 ] 


ChaseRev. E. J. Hill 


65 


34. Notes on the flora of the Lake Superior region. IT., III. [with 

subtitle] Vermilion Lake, Minnesota. Bot. Gaz. 15: 304, 324. 1890. 

35. Zizania as found by the explorers of the northwest. Bull. 

Torrey Club 18: 57. 1891. 

36. The fertilization of three native plants. Bull. Torrey Club 

18: 111. 1891. 

37. Notes on the flora of the St. Croix region. Bot. Gaz. 16: 

108, 126. 1891. 

38. Winter studies in the pine barren flora of Lake Michigan. 

I-IV. Card. & For. 4: 159, 195, 208, 232, 278, 304. 1891. 

39. The sling-fruit of Crvptotaenia Canadensis. Bot. Gaz. 16: 
299. 1891. 

40. Note [on Cornus Baileyi]. Bot. Gaz. 16: 118. 1891. 

41. The acorn crop near Chicago. Gard. & For. 4: 010. 1891. 

42. Winter rambles in the Pine barrens. I—III. Gard. & For. 5: 

10,74,110. 1892. 

43. The host-plants of Aphyllon fasciculatum. Bull. Torrey Club 

19: 17. 1892. 

44. Eye habits. Science 19: 53. 1892. 

45. The Crinkle Root. Meehan’s Month. 2: 22. 1892. 

40. The Forest. Timber culture in eastern Nebraska. Gard. & 

For. 5: 201. 1892. 

47. Coontie and Conte. Gard. & For. 5: 208. 1892. 

48. Great productiveness of Cicuta bulbifera. Meehan’s Month. 

2: 100. 1892. 

49. Notes on the flora of Chicago and vicinity. Bot. Gaz. 17: 

246. 1892. 

50. Late summer flowers on the prairies. Gard. & For. 5: 412. 
1892. 

51. The Polemoniaceae of the Lake Region. Gard. & For. 5: 

448. 1892. 

52. The rhizomes of Penthorum sedoides as leafy-shoots. Bull. 

Torrev Club 19: 306. 1892. 


53. Plants turning to the light. Meehan’s Month. 3: 5. 1893. 

54. The coast dune flora of Lake Michigan. Gard. & For. 6: 

15* 51. 1893. 

55. Chinese primroses at the Columbian Fair. Gard. & For. 6: 

94. 1893. 

56. The name Tabernaemontana. Meehan’s Month. 3: 46. 1893. 
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57. Cyclamens at the Columbian Exposition. Gard. & For. 6: 

157. 1893. 

58. Cinerarias at the World’s Fair. Gard. & For. 6: 178. 1893. 

59. Polyanthus Narcissus at the Columbian Fair. Gard. & For. 

6: 188. 1893. 

60. Concerning prickly pears. Meehan’s Month. 3: 164. 1893. 

61. Singular behavior of an owl. Science 22: 361. 1893. 

62. Viola palmata L. Meehan’s Month. 4: 4. 1894. 

63. Potentilla recta L. Bull. Torrey Club 21: 79. 1894. 

64. Oaks in May. Gard. & For. 7: 192. 1894. 

65. A study of Quercus Leana. Bot. Gaz. 19: 171. 1894. 

66. The common names of Trillium. Meehan’s Month. 4: 84. 


1894. 

67. Titian and landscape. Meehan’s Month. 4: 110. 1894. 

68. Wild roses about Chicago. Gard. & For. 7: 322. 1894. 

69. The Dahlia stalk-borer. Gard. & For. 7: 388. 1894. 

70. Prairie woodlands. Gard. & For. 7: 412. 1894. 

71. Fertility of Clematis virginiana. Meehan’s Month. 4: 179. 

1894. 


i 2. Clematis pitcheri. Meehan’s Month. 4: 180. 1894. 


73. [Salsola kali]. Purdue Univ. Agric. Expr. Sta. Bull. No. 52. 

6 : 84. 1894. 

74. An early observation bearing on the history of the Great Lakes. 

Amer. Geolog. 14 : 6. 1894. 

75. Salsola Kali tragus. Bot. Gaz. 19: 506. 1894. 

76. Tradescantia virginica var. villosa Watson. Bull. Torrey Club 

22: 71. 1895. 


7/. 


Hibiscus Moscheutos. Meehan’s Month. 6 : 63. 1895. 


78. The Saguenay region. I—III. Gard. & For. 8: 182, 193, 213 


1895. 


79. Notes on western New York woodlands. I., II. Gard. & For. 

8: 342, 382. 1895. 

80. A season with the native orchids. I., II. Gard. & For. 8: 


412, 422. 1895. 

81. Autumn flower show in Chicago. Gard. & For. 8: 468. 1895. 

82. Vaccinium vacillans with white fruit. Gard. & For. 8: 503. 

1895. 

83. Early experiments in crossing plants. Gard. & For. 9: 32. 

1896. 
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84. Notes on the flora of Chicago and vicinity. II. Bot. Gaz. 21: 

118. 1896. 

85. A natural garden. Gard. & For. 9: 219. 1896. 

86. Pyrus coronaria. Gard. & For. 9: 258. 1896. 

87. The bitternut hickory. Meehan’s Month. 6: 124. 1896. 

88. Jackson park in June. Gard. & For. 9: 288. 1896. 

89. The Compass plant. Gard. & For. 9: 337. 1896. 

90. The sand dunes of northern Indiana and their flora. I—IV. 
Gard. & For. 9 : 353, 372, 382, 393. 1896. 

91. Additional notes on Compass plants. Gard. & For. 9: 407. 

1896. 

92. The fall exhibition of the Horticultural Society of Chicago. 
Gard. & For. 9: 478. 1896. 

93. Pellaea gracilis. Meehan’s Month. 6: 228. 1896. 

94. Zizia aurea and Thaspium aureum. Bot. Gaz. 23: 121. 1897. 

95. (Ecological notes upon the White pine. Gard. & For. 10 : 331. 

1897. 

96. Potamogeton Robbinsii. Bot. Gaz. 25: 195. 1898. 

97. The extent of dodder parasitism. PI. World 1: 123. 1898. 

98. A ids labrusca and its westward distribution. Bull. Torrey 

Club 25: 342. 1898. 

99. Eleocharis melanocarpa a proliferous plant. Bull. Torrey 

Club 25: 392. 1898. 

100. Two noteworthy oaks. Bot. Gaz. 26: 53. 1898. 

101. A peach with a double plumule. PI. World 1: 190. 1898. 

102. Sugar-bush. The Nation 67: 350. 1898. 

103. Kalin’s St. John’s Wort (Hypericum Kalmianum) west of 

Michigan. PI. World 2 : 73. 1899. 

104. A new biennial-fruited oak. Bot. Gaz. 27: 204. 1899. 

105. Carduus Hillii perennial. PI. World 2: 127. 1899. 

106. Subterranean growths. PI. World 2: 151. 1899. 

107. Notes on plants of the Chicago district. Bull. Torrey Club 

26 : 303. 1899. 

108. Quercus ellipsoidalis in Iowa. Bot. Gaz. 28: 215. 1899. 

109. The habitats of the Pellaeas. Bull. Torrey Club 26: 596. 

1899. 

110. The habitat of the wild columbine. PI. World 2: 193. 1899. 

111. Cnicus Hillii, Canby. Proc. Davenport Acad. 8: 281. 1900. 

112. Quercus ellipsoidalis E. J. Hill. Proc. Davenport Acad. 8: 

282. 1900. 
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113. Goethe’s palm tree. PI. World 3: 69. 1900. 

114. Cerastium arvense oblonglfolium. Bot. Gaz. 29: 141. 1900. 

115. Pellaea gracilis in Illinois. Fern Bull. 8 : 31. 1900. 

116. Flora of the White Lake Region. Michigan and its ecological 

relations. Bot. Gaz. 29: 419. 1900. 

117. Primula mistassinica. PI. World 3: 104. 1900. 

118. Celtis pumila Pursh, with notes on allied species. Bull. 

Torrey Club 27: 496. 1900. 

119. The southern limit of Juniperus Sabina. PI. World 3: 140. 

1900. 

120. The rock relations of the walking fern. Fern Bull. 9: 55. 

1901. 

121. Lycopodium tristachyum. Torreya 1: 76. 1901. 

122. John Stuart Mill and botanical study. PI. World 5: 47. 


1902. 

123. 


Fissidens grandifrons, its habits and propagation. Bryolo- 


gist 5: 56. 1902. 

124. The earliest fern. Fern Bull. 10: 78. 1902. 

125. Pellaea atropurpurea an evergreen. Fern Bull. 10: 82. 1902. 

126. Dioscorides and his era. Meehan’s Month. 12: 83. 1902. 

127. The etymology of Columbine. PI. World 5: 175. 1902. 

128. Branched paraphyses of Bryum roseum. Bryologist 6: 80. 

1903. 

129. Remarks on some fernworts of western New York. Fern 

Bull. 12: 18. 1904. 


130. Note on the polygamy of Chionanthus. Rhodora 6: 89. 

1904. 


131. Equisetum scirpoides in Illinois. Fern Bull. 13: 21. 1905. 

132. Darw in and the source of life. The Interior 36: 1318. 1905. 

133. Encalypta procera Bruch. Bryologist 8: 107. 1905. 

134. The distribution and habits of some common oaks. Bot. 

Gaz. 41: 445. 1906 ; 42: 59. 1906. 

135. The perianth of Rynchospora capillacea var. leviseta. Rho¬ 
dora 8: 186. 1906. 

136. A Mississippi Aletris and some associated plants. Torreya 6: 

231. 1906. 

137. The validity of some species of Fissidens. Bryologist 10: 67. 

1907. 

138. A red-fruited huckleberry. Torreya 8 : 30. 1908. 
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139. The distribution of three naturalized Crucifers. Torreya 9: 

65. 1909. 

140. Pollination in Linaria with special reference to cleistogaray. 

Bot. Gaz. 47: 454. 1909. 

141. Note on Amblystegium noterophilum. Bryologist 12: 

108. 1909. 

142. The fate of a violet, or the benefit of cleistogamy. Torreya 

9: 229. 1909. 

143. A history of botany. [Review of E. L. Greene’s Landmarks 

of botanical history.] Bot. Gaz. 49 : 379. 1910. 

144. Charles R. Barnes and Julius Rolls’ collection of mosses in 

North America. Bryologist 13: 105. 1910. 

145. The pasture thistles, east and west. Rhodora 12: 211. 1910. 

46. Fern notes. Fern Bull. 18: 65. 1910. 

147. Oenothera Lamarckiana: its early cultivation and descrip¬ 
tion. Bot. Gaz. 51: 136. 1911. 

148. Bartlett’s Dioscoreae of the United States. Rhodora 13: 

34. 1911. 

149. Lycopodium porophilum in the dells of the Wisconsin. Fern 

Bull. 19: 1. 1911. 

150. Notes on Lepidozia setacea. Bryologist 15: 44. 1912. 

151. The rock relations of the cliff-brakes. Fern Bull. 20: 1. 1912. 

_ 4 _ 

152. Additions to the fern flora of Indiana. Fern Bull. 20: 25. 

1912. 

153. The fern flora of Illinois. Fern. Bull. 20: 33. 1912. 

154. The sand plum in Indiana. Rhodora 14: 196. 1912. 

155. The Annulus of Tortella caespitosa. Bryologist 16: 17. 

1913. 

156. Characteristic features of the lake and peat swamp flora of 

Lake County, Illinois. Hist. Lake Co. Ill. 338. 1912. 

157. Whorled leaves in Gentiana. Torreya 14: 108. 1914. 

158. Notes on the distribution of Polytrichum strictum and some 

associated Sphagna. Bryologist 27: 63. 1914. 

159. Notes on plants of the Chicago region. Torreya 15: 21. 1915. 

160. Fontinalis Umbachii Cardot. Bryologist 18: 10. 1915. 

161. Notes on Funaria. Bryologist 19: 35. 1916. 

162. Fossombronia crispula in the dune region of Indiana. Bry¬ 
ologist 19: 57. 1916. 
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